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For the belter Prevention and Punishment of 
Assaults in Ireland. 



jMoie .—The Words printed in Italics are proposed to lie inserted in 
the Committee.] 



r the use of Stones, and of loaded Sticks, and Preamble, 

loaded Whips, ill the commission of Assaults, lias been 
productive often of grievous injury and sometimes loss of life in 
Ireland : 

5 And whereas, by an Act passed in the tenth year ot the reign ol 
bis late Majesty King Gxoitoi the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act tor 
consolidating and amending the Statutes in Ireland relating to Offences 
against the Person,” a summary power of punishing persons for com- 
mon Assaults is provided under the limitations therein mentioned, 

,0 and jurisdiction is given, when any person should unlawfully assau t 
or beat any other person, to Justices of the Peace, upon complaint ol 
the party aggrieved, to hear and determine the offence ; and it is 
enacted, that the offender, upon conviction thereof before them, 
shall forfeit and pny such fine ns shall appear to them to be meet, not 
,j exceeding, together with costs (if ordered), the sum of Five Pounds ; 
and in default of the person so convicted paying such fine as ther 
mentioned, power is given by said Act to such Justices to commit 
the offender to the common Gaol or House ol Correction, there to 
imprisoned for any tern, not exceeding Two calendar Months, unless 
20 such fine find costs be sooner paid ; 

J 5 <£ ft tsmta Cams, b, The QUEEN’. ™st Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, nr to present Parba- 
422. 
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incut assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT if upon 
bearing of any such complaint it shall appear to the Justices, by proof 
on oath, that such unlawful assault or beating was committed by 
the offender hitting or striking the party aggrieved with a stone, or with 
a stick or whip loaded with iron or any other metal, the offender upon 5 
conviction thereof before such Justices shall, in lieu of such fine or 
penalty so imposed by said Act, forfeit and. pay such fine as shall 
appear meet to such Justice, not less than the sum of One Pound, 
nor exceeding the sum of Ten Pounds, together with costs (if ordered), 
such fine and costs to be paid and applied in like manner as any fine 10 
imposed by virtue of said provision of said Act may or ought to be 
paid or applied ; and if such fine as shall be awarded by the Justices, 
together with costs (if ordered), shall not be paid either immediately 
after the conviction, or within such period as the said Justices shall at 
the lime of the conviction appoint, it shall be lawful for them to 15 
commit the offender to the common Gaol or House of Correction, 
there to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding Four calendar 
Months, unless such fine or costs be sooner paid. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in case the Justice, upon 
the heaving of any such complaint of assault or battery, shall deem 20 
the offence not to be proved, or in case they shall find the assault or 
battery to have been justified (in which cases only they are hereby 
empowered to dismiss the complaint, after such proof shall be 
given that the assault or battery was so committed by hitting or 
striking with a stone, or whip or stick so loaded as aforesaid), and 25 
in case they shall dismiss the complaint accordingly, they shall 
forthwith make out a certificate under their hands, stating the fact of 
such dismissal, and shall deliver such certificate to the party against 
whom the complaint was preferred : Provided also, That nothing herein 
contained shall take away or affect the discretion given by said Act 30 
to Justices of dismissing such complaint, as they are thereby 
empowered to entertain, if they shall deem the offence, though com- 
mitted, to be so trifling as not to merit any punishment, in cases in 
which proof shall not be given that the assault or beating was com- 
mitted by the offender so hitting or striking with a stone, or whip or 33 
stick so loaded as aforesaid. 



3. 

Provisions of And be it Enacted, That, save as hereby otherwise provided, all 
^dereference the powers and authorities given by and the provisions contained in 
to Summery S nid Act with respect to such summary conviction, and to the form 

Conviction L ~ . 

(save ns here* thereof, and the non-removal thereof by certiorari or otherwise, and 
provided), 'ex- the time within which any such complaint shall be brought, and every 
Acu^ C ° thlS other provision of said Act relating to proceedings under said 
summary jurisdiction for common assaults, shall apply to every pro- 
ceeding instituted, and every penalty imposed, and every conviction 
and certificate had or made under or by virtue of this Act. 

Ancl 
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And be it Enacted, That this Act shall come into operation on the 
First day of October One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-nine, 
and shall continue in force for Five Years. 



And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act every word 
5 importing the singular number only shall extend and he applied to 
several persons or things as well as one person or thing ; and every 
word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and he applied 
to a female as well as a male. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed 
by any Act or Acts passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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